
1   
For more information, call (248) 646-4992 or visit www.landscape.org

39th Annual

Two Full Days of Exceptional Educational Seminars and  
the Latest Products and Services from Hundreds of Exhibitors! 

Featuring nationally renowned 
engagement expert, 

bestselling author, dynamic 
keynote “entertrainer,” and 

CEO of ENGAGE YOUniversity, 
Kelli Vrla, CSP

Featuring:
•	 Two Full Days of Exceptional Educational Seminars and the Latest Products and 

Services from Hundreds of Exhibitors!
•	 Hardscape Contractors: Seminars and Demos on the Trade Show Floor
•	 Grant-Funded Arborist, Professional Climber & Ground Crew 2-Day Educational Track
•	 Numerous National Certification Exams
•	 Earn MDA (Pesticide), ISA, CTSP, APLD, NALP & ODA (Ohio) Credits
•	 Michigan Center for Truck Safety’s Mobile Truck Simulator - on the Trade Show  

Floor both days!

MICHIGAN’S PREMIER GREEN INDUSTRY  
TRADE SHOW & CONVENTION 

SHOW DATES & FLOOR TIMES
Tuesday, March 3rd
Registration: 7:15 a.m.
Floor Times: 9:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Social Hour & Raffle 4:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.* 
  Social Hour sponsored by

Conference Hours: 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
*SHOW FLOOR SOCIAL HOUR & GIFT RAFFLE
Social Hour Sponsored by MacAllister CAT  
March 3, 4:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. All admission 
tickets include one (1) complimentary drink 
ticket for Social Hour on Tuesday, March 3 from 
4:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. ONLY.

Wednesday, March 4th
Registration: 7:15 a.m.
Floor Times: 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Conference Hours: 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

2026 ATTENDEE REGISTRATION

PRE-REGISTER BY FEBRUARY 13TH  AND SAVE 10%!

TRADE SHOW & CONVENTION

TOPICS INCLUDE:
March 3rd 

How to Handle Change Before 
Change Handles You

March 4th 
Stress Busting with Humor:  

Cool Amidst the Chaos

ADMISSION COSTS
Full Registration
(Two Days of Education & Trade Show)
MGIA Members – $179.00
Non-Members – $219.00

One-Day Registration
(One Day of Education & Trade Show)
MGIA Members – $155.00
Non-Members – $190.00

Trade Show Only  
(Both Days, Includes Parking)
MGIA Members – $45.00
Non-Members – $50.00

Two-Day Arborist Track
(Includes Both Days of Trade Show)
ONLY $99!

March 3 & 4, 2026  |  Vibe Credit Union Showplace, Novi
(Formerly known as Suburban Collection Showplace)
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MGIA 39TH ANNUAL TRADE SHOW & CONVENTION 
SPONSORS (as of 02/09/2026)

The Michigan Green Industry Association would like to thank  
the many sponsors for their continued support.
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MGIA 39TH ANNUAL TRADE SHOW & CONVENTION 
ATTENDEE REGISTRATION

Join us!
Show Floor Social Hour & Gift Raffle

Social Hour Sponsored by:

TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2026
KEYNOTE SESSION

How to Handle Change Before Change Handles You..............................................7
BUSINESS TRAINING

How to Get Employees to Think Like Owners ..........................................................7
Crew Leaders: From Good to Great...........................................................................7
Why SEO Isn't Enough Anymore: Winning Visibility with AEO................................7 
AI-Powered Marketing: Practical Dos & Don’ts for Business Growth........................7

PLANT HEALTH CARE
Plant ID Challenge: Test Your Knowledge! ..............................................................8
A Box Tree Moth (BTM) Update ................................................................................8
The Eternal Question: Why Did Our Good Plants Go Bad?.......................................8
What’s Genes Got to Do with It?...............................................................................8

CORE CREDIT CLASSES
The Impact of Pesticides on the Environment & the Applicator ...............................8
It’s the Law: Pesticide Rules & Regulations .............................................................8

TURFGRASS MAINTENANCE
Lawns and Lakes – Managing Lawns While Preserving Water Quality.................... 8
Picking A Non-Selective Herbicide.......................................................................... 8
2025 Herbicide Update...........................................................................................9
Five Tips to Improve Weed Control and Save Money ..............................................9
Identifying and Controlling Summer Annual Grasses.............................................9

LANDSCAPE DESIGN/BUILD
Bringing it Home: A World of Garden Travel Inspiration .........................................9
Perennially Inspired: Gardens That Spark Creativity  
   for Galloping Gardeners........................................................................................9
Reading Between the Loams: Understanding Soil from Specs 
   to Installation for a Successful Landscaping Project........................................... 10

SAFETY & MAINTENANCE (En Espanol)
Training Your Field Staff for Safety (Spanish)......................................................... 10
Zero-turn, Walkbehind & Push Mower Safety & Maintenance (Spanish).............. 10

HUMAN RESOURCES
Handling Employee Complaints with Confidence:  
   Documentation, Investigations, and Discipline in Action................................... 10
Sick Time in Action: Navigating Michigan’s Earned Sick Time Act (ESTA).............. 10

VEHICLE COMPLIANCE
MDARD Pesticide Inspection Prep......................................................................... 10
Expectations of a Roadside Inspection.................................................................. 10

ARBORIST, PROFESSIONAL CLIMBER & GROUND CREW  
2-DAY TRACK:

Navigating the Hazards of Tree Work: OSHA, MIOSHA & the Z............................. 17
Tips for Felling the Difficult Trees.......................................................................... 17
Climbing to the Top............................................................................................... 17
Working Around Electrical Conductors.................................................................. 17
Dismantling Large Trees  ...................................................................................... 17

TRADE SHOW & CONVENTION EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

Table of Contents
Trade Show & Convention Sponsors..................................................	2
Program & CEU Key, List of Programs ..........................................................	3
March 3rd & March 4rd Education At-A-Glance ..............................................	4-5
National Certification Exams ........................................................................	6
Tuesday, March 3rd Schedule of Programs ...................................................	7-1 0
Wednesday, March 4rd Schedule of Programs ............................................	11-14
Michigan Certified Pesticide  Applicator Training .......................................	15
Arborist, Professional Climber  & Ground Crew Training.............................	16-17
MGIA Membership Application ...................................................................	18
Trade Show & Convention Pre-Registration.................................................	19

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, 2026
KEYNOTE SESSION 

Stress Busting with Humor: Cool Amidst the Chaos............................................. 11
BUSINESS TRAINING

What We Do Daily Matters.................................................................................... 11
Delivering “Rock-Star” Presentations.................................................................... 11

PLANT HEALTH CARE  
Plant ID Challenge: Test Your Knowledge! ........................................................... 11
Plant Health Care for 2026: Diagnostics & Management..................................... 12
Oak Wilt Update: Successes and Failures.............................................................. 12

CORE CREDIT CLASSES
Best Practices for Safe & Effective Pesticide Application Procedures..................... 12
The Label is the Law: Reading & Understanding Pesticide Labels........................ 12

 TURFGRASS MAINTENANCE
Why Do Pesticides Fail?......................................................................................... 12
Weed Control in Landscape Beds.......................................................................... 13

LANDSCAPE DESIGN/BUILD
Bewitching Beauties ............................................................................................. 13
Winterscaping: Beauty in the Quiet Season......................................................... 13

HARDSCAPES
The Four Major Benefits in Using Clay Pavers....................................................... 13
The Profit Traps Hidden in Your Hardscape Business............................................ 13

SAFETY & MAINTENANCE (ENGLISH)
Zero-turn, Walkbehind & Push Mower Safety & Maintenance (English)............... 13

HUMAN RESOURCES
From Policy to Practice: Building a Compliant HR Foundation ............................ 14
2026 Employment Law Hot Spots......................................................................... 14

VEHICLE COMPLIANCE
MDARD Pesticide Inspection Prep......................................................................... 14
When MIOSHA Enforcement Visits –  
   What to Know & How to Prepare ........................................................................ 14

ARBORIST, PROFESSIONAL CLIMBER & GROUND CREW  
2-DAY TRACK:

The X, Y, and Z of Arborists..................................................................................... 17
Chainsaw Care and Maintenance.......................................................................... 17
First Aid for Arborists ............................................................................................ 17
Responding to Injuries Aloft................................................................................. 17

March 3rd  | 4:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
Complimentary drink ticket given with admission for Social Hour  

on Tuesday, March 3rd  from 4:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. ONLY.

CEU Key
MDA.................................................................. Michigan Certified Pesticide Applicator
ISA.....................................................................................................Certified Arborist
CTSP................................................................... Certified Treecare Safety Professional
APLD..................................................Association of Professional Landscape Designers
NALP................................................................................. Landscape Industry Certified
ODA...........................................................................Ohio Department of Agriculture

�

REGISTER EARLY (BY FEBRUARY 13TH) 
AND SAVE 10%!
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8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
(7:30 a.m. Registration)
CMHA Concrete Paver Installer Course
Location: Pearl Room, Vibe Credit Union Showplace, Novi, 
MI (Formerly Suburban Collection Showplace)
Registration Fee: $500  
(all fees listed are in US dollars)

MGIA 39TH ANNUAL TRADE SHOW & CONVENTION 
NATIONAL CERTIFICATION EXAMS

Classes Sponsored by: 

The Michigan Green Industry Association is proud to host the following national certification 
exams in conjunction with the MGIA 39th Annual Trade Show & Convention.

Certification Means Business!  
Take advantage of the most powerful marketing tools. 
Raise the standards of your profession and join other 
proud industry professionals who share knowledge of 

industry guidelines, practices and advancements appli-
cable to your profession.
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The one-day Segmental Retaining Wall (SRW) Installer 
Course teaches installers fundamental SRW installation 
guidelines, material and system component properties, soils 
and compaction, the effect of water, and site practices. The 
Certified SRW Installer (CSRWI) Program is also available to 
each candidate who completes the SRW Installer Course (or 
equivalent SRW-installation-related education) and passes 
a written examination is certified as a Certified SRW Installer 
(CSRWI). This credential is highly valued by consumers. 

Through the Concrete Masonry & Hardscape Association 
(CHMA) Concrete Paver Installer (Level I) Course, individuals 
who are currently employed in the concrete paver installer 
industry have the opportunity to pursue education, 
certification and industry recognition. You can become one 
of over 11,550 certified installers by attending the one-day 
course in conjunction with the MGIA 39th Annual Trade 
Show and Convention. This course imparts the requisite 
knowledge, experience and industry guidelines required to 
build pavements using concrete pavers. The paver installer 
program training and certification can be a powerful 
marketing tool to your clients by further establishing your 
credibility as a knowledgeable contractor.  

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
(7:30 a.m. Registration)
CMHA Segmental Retaining Wall (SRW) 
Installer Course – Level 1/Basic
Location: Pearl Room, Vibe Credit Union Showplace, Novi, 
MI (Formerly Suburban Collection Showplace)
Registration Fee: $500  
(all fees listed are in US dollars)

For more information or to register for these one-day 
courses, please go to www.landscape.org/certification 

or call (703) 657-6900.  
Limited to first 40 to register. Must pre-register. 

MONDAY, MARCH 2, 2026 TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2026

GREAT CONVERSATIONS SHOULDN’T END AT THE BOOTH 
Please join us for an evening of food, drinks, and live music. . . 

Tuesday, March 3rd • 5:30 p.m. 
Sponsored by AIS Equipment

(Directly following Social Hour at the MGIA Trade Show & Convention)
Platinum Ballroom • Vibe Credit Union Showplace, Novi

AIS AFTER HOURSAIS AFTER HOURS
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•	 Learn the art of constant flexibility
•	 Unleash your power to survive and thrive with a high AQ 

(Adaptability Quotient)
•	 Learn how to handle change in your own world, as well  

as lead change in your organization 
•	 Kick-Start your productivity meter
•	 Recognize when you’re moving forward or in circles in  

the Change Cycle
•	 The Leader's Role in Making Change Happen (We’re all 

Leaders in the Change Movement) 
•	 Understanding why we and others often instinctively  

resist change
•	 Top reasons why organizational change often fails
•	 Important considerations to address before introducing 

any change
•	 The keys to overcoming staff resistance (and your own)  

to change
•	 How to project confidence that inspires you & your staff 

during change or transition
•	 What you must do as a leader or staffer when you or your 

people flatly refuse to embrace critical changes
CEUs: NALP

KEYNOTE SESSION

10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
How to Handle Change  
Before Change Handles You
Speaker: Kelli Vrla, CSP,  CEO of ENGAGEYOUniversity
Location: Crystal Room

Sponsored by:

TUESDAY, MARCH 3
BUSINESS TRAINING
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
Sponsored by: TBD
How to Get Employees to Think Like Owners
Speaker: Grant Harrison, Nextra Consulting
Location: Amethyst Room
This course introduces Open Book Management (OBM), a 
practical approach to engaging employees by sharing meaningful 
business and financial information. Learn how transparency, 
financial literacy, and clear performance metrics empower 
employees to make better day-to-day decisions and take 
greater ownership of results. Participants will gain a foundation 
for implementing OBM to build accountability, alignment, and a 
culture where employees think and act like owners. 
CEUs: NALP

1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Sponsored by: TBD
Crew Leaders: From Good to Great
Speaker: Grant Harrison, Nextra Consulting
Location: Amethyst Room
Discover what sets exceptional crew leaders apart and how 
they drive team performance and business growth. This course 
teaches practical strategies to identify, develop, and empower 
great leaders within your organization, helping your teams 
achieve higher engagement, productivity, and results.
CEUs: NALP

2:15 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.
Why SEO Isn’t Enough Anymore: Winning 
Visibility with AEO
Speaker: Kari Marzouq, Sales Director, Thryv
Location: Amethyst Room
As search engines and AI tools change how customers find 
businesses, traditional SEO alone won’t cut it. This session 
explains the fundamentals of SEO, introduces AEO (Answer 
Engine Optimization), and shows why being the best answer, 
not just another result, is critical for growth. Attendees will 
understand why AEO matters, how it impacts local discovery, 
and how businesses can future-proof their online presence.
CEUs: NALP

3:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
AI-Powered Marketing: Practical Dos & Don’ts 
for Business Growth
Speaker: Kari Marzouq, Sales Director, Thryv
Location: Amethyst Room
Learn how to boost profits, save time, and grow your business 
by leveraging AI alongside simple software tools. This session 
covers the key dos and don’ts of marketing AI with clear, 
practical instructions. Walk away with easy-to-follow steps to 
automate tasks and scale your business effectively. 
CEUs: NALP

Legislative Issues Impacting the Green Industry: 
2026 Outlook

Speaker: Senator Mat Dunaskiss & Jake German,  
Dunaskiss Consulting & Development, Inc.
Many important issues impacting the green industry are 
taking place at our Capitol in Lansing. Learn what they are, 
what is being done, why it's important and how you can 
offer support. 

A fifteen-minute legislative update will precede the keynote 
session at 9:45 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. in the Crystal Room.

Kelli Vrla, CSP, Texas based Employee 
Engagement Specialist, has enlightened and 
“entertrained” thousands in the U.S. Europe, Asia 
and Central America with one of her dynamic 
programs. Kelli shares over 30 years of lessons 
and experience: Sixteen years as a broadcast sales 
executive in radio and another 16 years as CEO 
of her own people ENGAGEMENT firm. Her in-
the-trenches scope of learning comes from first-
hand experiences in handling change, effective 
marketing, bottom-line communications, difficult 

and demanding people, and motivating the tough-to-motivate people. All 
of this prepared her for the variety of ways she now helps people stay less 
stressed and laser focused on full-throttle productivity.
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PLANT HEALTH CARE
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Sponsored by: SavATree
Plant ID Challenge: Test Your Knowledge!
Speaker: Gary Eichen, SavATree
Location: Trade Show Floor
In this class we will look at some "lesser used" shrubs and some 
more common shrubs that can be integrated into Urban Forest 
landscapes. As they are perfectly adapted to Michigan's Growing 
Zones (5 & 6). They are also hardy (for the most part, which we 
will discuss). Many of these are "misunderstood" but could be 
(SHOULD be) used to replace (or at least reduce) our dependency 
on shrubs that have become "pest havens" and problematic. 
CEUs: 1-MDA (2, 3B, or 6), NALP Requested: 1-ISA, 1-APLD  
(Note: Applicators can only attend one of the Plant ID Challenges: Test 
Your Knowledge! classes to earn credits as the content, speaker, and 
topic is the same for each day.)

1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Sponsored by: Banner Biologicals
A Box Tree Moth (BTM) Update 
Speaker: Joe Boggs, Ohio State University Extension
Location: Onyx Room
Much has been learned about this non-native pest of boxwoods 
since the presentation on BTM in the 2025 MGIA Trade Show 
& Convention. This update addresses some of the previous 
unknowns. There’s now research-based evidence of resistant 
boxwoods to guide selections. More effective insecticide 
applications are being made thanks to a better understanding of 
the life cycle. What’s the industry’s response? Your competition 
isn’t giving up on boxwoods, so why should you?
CEUs: 1-MDA (3B or 6), 1-ODA (6A), NALP  
Requested: 1-ISA, 1-APLD 

2:15 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.
Sponsored by: Moose & Squirrel Horticultural Resources
The Eternal Question:  
Why Did Our Good Plants Go Bad?
Speakers: Joe Boggs, Ohio State University Extension
& Jim Chatfield, Retired, Ohio State University Extension
Location: Onyx Room
Viruses, poor plant selection for the site, a new insect pest, 
unusual environmental event, eriophyid mites, a change in 
a fungal pathogen genetics, let us reason together on cause 
and effect.
CEUs: 1-MDA (2, 3B, or 6), 1-ODA (6A), NALP,  
Requested: 1-ISA, 1-APLD

3:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Sponsored by: Landscape Supply, Inc.
What’s Genes Got to Do with It?
Speaker: Jim Chatfield,Retired, Ohio State University Extension
Location: Onyx Room
Plants and pathogens and all other organisms are ruled by their 
genetics - as well as their environment. Nature and nurture. 
How does that effect plant health management for the green 
industry? We will talk case studies. 
CEUs: 1-MDA (2, 3B, or 6), 1-ODA (6A), NALP  
Requested: 1-ISA, 1-APLD

CORE CREDIT CLASSES
8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Sponsored by: Banner Biologicals
The Impact of Pesticides on the Environment  
& the Applicator 
Speaker: Tom Bergschwenger, President, Natural Approach 
Lawn & Tree
Location: Sapphire/Ruby Room
As pesticide applicators, we are responsible for the safe 
application of pesticides. In this session learn about the 
characteristics and effects of pesticides and how we can 
minimize their impact to the surrounding environment. The 
discussion includes drift management and use of Integrated 
Pest Management, in addition to proper use of PPE, protecting 
the applicator and other related topics.
CEUs: 2-MDA (Commercial Core, 3A, 3B, 5, 6, 7A, 7B, 7D, 
7F), 2-ODA (Core), NALP, Requested: 2-ISA, 2-APLD

1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Sponsored by: TBD
It’s the Law: Pesticide Rules & Regulations 
Speaker: Austin Douglas, Ditch the Itch – Poison Ivy  
& Mosquito Control Services
Location: Sapphire/Ruby Room
This session will provide a comprehensive, detailed look at 
pesticide laws and regulations, including Regulations 636, 637, 
and Act 451, Part 85, the Michigan Fertilizer Law.
CEUs: 2-MDA (Commercial Core, 3A, 3B, 5, 6, 7A, 7B, 7D, 
7F), 1-ODA (Core), NALP, Requested: 2-ISA, 2-APLD

TURFGRASS MAINTENANCE
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
Sponsored by: Rhino Seed & Landscape Supply
Lawns and Lakes – Managing Lawns while 
Preserving Water Quality
Speaker: Dr. Kevin Frank, Associate Professor & Extension 
Turfgrass Specialist, Michigan State University
Location: Onyx Room
Turfgrass management, specifically fertilizer applications, are 
often implicated in urban water quality issues. This presentation 
will discuss how to manage turfgrass responsibly while minimizing 
environmental impacts on water quality. Best management 
practices for nitrogen and phosphorus applications, a review of 
the Michigan fertilizer act, and fertilizer technologies to minimize 
environmental losses will be presented. 
CEUs: 1-MDA (3A), NALP, Requested: 1-APLD 

9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Sponsored by: TBD
Picking A Non-Selective Herbicide
Speaker: Dr. Aaron Patton, Professor of Horticulture, Turfgrass 
Extension Specialist, Purdue University 
Location: Opal Room
This presentation covers selection and use of non-selective 
herbicides in turf and landscapes. Dr. Aaron Patton will explain 
modes and mechanisms of action for primary herbicides 
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including glyphosate, glufosinate, and diquat, addressing 
activity speed, translocation, and recovery potential. The 
talk includes discussion of organic alternative products and 
their limitations. Learn to make informed decisions about 
non-selective herbicide selection based on weed type, size, 
application conditions, and safety considerations. Through case 
studies of misapplication and vandalism, attendees will also 
learn best practices for storage and prevention of herbicide-
related disasters. CEUs: 1-MDA (3A, 3B or 6), 0.5-ODA (8)  
0.5-ODA (6C), NALP, Requested: 1-APLD 

1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Sponsored by: TBD
2025 Herbicide Update
Speaker: Dr. Aaron Patton, Professor of Horticulture, Turfgrass 
Extension Specialist, Purdue University 
Location: Opal Room
With new products continually entering the market, it is often 
hard to keep track of what’s available and how it might be used 
in the turf and ornamental areas you manage. This presentation 
will focus on the herbicides new to the industry in the past 
couple of years. It will provide details on how and where they 
can be used. Additionally, information on products in the 
pipeline that will be available in the future will be shared.
CEUs: 1-MDA (3A, 3B or 6), 0.5-ODA (8) 0.5-ODA (6C), NALP, 
Requested: 1-APLD

2:15 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.
Sponsored by: AIS Construction Equipment
Five Tips to Improve Weed Control & Save Money
Speaker: Dr. Aaron Patton, Professor of Horticulture, Turfgrass 
Extension Specialist, Purdue University 
Location: Opal Room
Discover five practical strategies to maximize your weed 
control effectiveness while reducing costs in this evidence-
based presentation by Dr. Aaron Patton. Learn how to select the 
most effective herbicides for specific weeds, understand when 
three-way herbicide mixtures work just as well as expensive 
four-way products (potentially saving $40 per acre), and 
identify situations where crabgrass treatments are unnecessary. 
Dr. Patton will share research-backed recommendations 
on adjusting application rates for mature properties and 
addressing hard water issues that can sabotage herbicide 
performance, helping you eliminate waste, improve results, 
and boost your bottom line.
CEUs: 1-MDA (3A, 3B or 6), 1-ODA (8), NALP,  
Requested: 1-APLD

3:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Sponsored by: Michigan Landscape Supply Company
Identifying & Controlling Summer Annual Grasses
Speaker: Dr. Aaron Patton, Professor of Horticulture, Turfgrass 
Extension Specialist, Purdue University 
Location: Opal Room
Join Dr. Aaron Patton for an essential guide to identifying and 
controlling 12 common summer annual grasses that plague 
turfgrass professionals. This practical session will teach you to 
distinguish between species like crabgrass, goosegrass, foxtails, 
and Japanese stilt grass through detailed examination of 
seedheads, plant characteristics, and growth habits. You'll learn 

which preemergence and postemergence herbicides work best 
for each species, with real-world case studies demonstrating 
how misidentification leads to control failures, wasted resources, 
and frustrated clients—mistakes that proper identification can 
help you avoid. CEUs: 1-MDA (3A, 3B or 6), 1-ODA (8), NALP,  
Requested: 1-APLD

LANDSCAPE DESIGN/BUILD
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
Sponsored by: Eason Horticultural Reasources (EHR)
Bringing it Home:  
A World of Garden Travel Inspiration
Speaker: Karl Gercens, Longwood Gardens
Location: Garnet Room
Karl Gercens has visited over 3,000 gardens in 32 countries, 
and all of that immersion has certainly influenced what he does 
at Longwood Gardens and beyond. We’ll explore some of the 
best places in the country (and the world) to get your garden 
fix . . . no matter what time of year you can get away! There is 
inspiration on every corner of the globe and Karl will share a 
few of his tips on how to get the most out of every opportunity. 
We’ll explore design styles and plants, then see how they 
have all made their way into our local landscapes. You’ll leave 
inspired to make plans for an inspirational jaunt yourself!
CEUs: NALP, Requested:1-APLD 

1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Sponsored by: Twixwood Nursery
Perennially Inspired: Gardens That Spark 
Creativity for Galloping Gardeners
Speaker: Karl Gercens, Longwood Gardens
Location: Garnet Room
Inspiration isn’t confined to one place, it’s woven into every 
landscape, every bloom, and every design we encounter. As 
gardeners, we are perpetual seekers of beauty and meaning, 
and the world offers an endless canvas of ideas waiting to be 
discovered. From the grandeur of historic estates to the quiet 
elegance of a hidden courtyard, each garden whispers lessons 
in color, texture, and form.
At Longwood Gardens, Conservatory Manager Karl Gercens 
has made it his mission to explore the finest gardens across the 
globe, gathering insights that transcend borders and climates. 
Why? Because great design is universal. Whether you’re 
strolling through a glasshouse in Pennsylvania or planting in 
the heart of the Midwest, the principles remain the same: color 
that captivates, texture that intrigues, form that defines, and 
repetition that unifies.
Gardening is more than planting, it’s storytelling. Hardscape 
and softscape elements work together to create rhythm and 
harmony, shaping spaces that evoke emotion and invite 
exploration. The magic lies in adaptation: taking what inspires 
you and translating it into your own environment, your own 
palette, your own narrative.
So, let’s celebrate the joy of being “galloping gardeners”—
those who chase ideas across continents and bring them home 
to bloom. Because every garden, no matter where it grows, has 
the power to inspire, connect, and transform.
CEUs: NALP, Requested: 1-APLD
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interactive session, we will go over how to handle workplace 
complaints, conduct thorough investigations, and issue 
appropriate disciplinary action with confidence. We will 
guide attendees through realistic scenarios and highlight the 
critical role of clear documentation and consistent practices in 
protecting your organization, reducing risk, and fostering a fair 
workplace culture. 
CEUs: NALP, Requested: 1-APLD

1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Sponsored by: TBD
Sick Time in Action: Navigating Michigan’s 
Earned Sick Time Act (ESTA)
Speakers: Aaron Graves & Mackenzie Clark, Bodman Law
Location: Coral Room
This interactive session brings Michigan’s Earned Sick Time 
Act to life through practical, real world scenarios. Attendees 
will walk through common workplace situations, explore 
compliance challenges, and learn best practices for applying 
the law fairly and consistently. The program concludes with Q&A, 
giving participants the chance to address specific concerns 
and sharpen their understanding of sick time requirements.  
CEUs: NALP, Requested: 1-APLD

VEHICLE COMPLIANCE
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Sponsored by: TBD
MDARD Pesticide Inspection Prep
Speaker: Sam Walker, Pesticide Inspector, MDARD
Location: Vehicle Compliance Area, Trade Show Floor
Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 
(MDARD) Inspectors routinely conduct compliance inspections 
with pesticide applicators. Join MDARD Inspectors as they walk 
you through a road check inspection while discussing other 
pertinent regulatory requirements. This interactive session will 
provide an overview of requirements for certification, licensing, 
PPE, storage, etc. The session will help ensure that you maintain 
compliance and stay safe in the busy season ahead. 
CEUs: 1-MDA (Commercial Core, 3A, 3B, 5, 6, 7A, 7B, 7D, 7F), 
NALP
Note: Applicators can only attend one of the MDARD Pesticide Inspection 
Prep classes to earn credits as the content, speaker, and topic is the same 
for each day.

1:00 p.m. – 2:10 p.m. 
Sponsored by: TBD
Expectations of a Roadside Inspection
Speaker: Dolores Thomas, Michigan Center for Truck Safety
Location: Vehicle Compliance Area, Trade Show Floor
This session will cover some of the reasons a driver may be 
stopped, and then discusses the actual traffic stop, driver 
demeanor, officer demeanor and the expectations of both. 
Also touched upon will be types of inspections, CVSA stickers, 
equipment issues, and pre trip/post trip inspections. 
CEUs: NALP

LANDSCAPE DESIGN/BUILD (Continued)
2:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Sponsored by: TBD
Reading Between the Loams: Understanding 
Soil from Specs to Installation for a Successful 
Landscaping Project
Speaker: Doug Keto, Soil Scientist, Spurt Industries
Location: Garnet Room
How do you translate the technical information found in a soil 
test and spec into something easy to understand for yourself and 
clients? What numbers really matter on the page, and how can 
you find a producer that can make it a reality? Are there ways to 
install the soil so that plants grow faster and healthier? Join a soil 
scientist to discover how to make soil simple and achieve lasting 
results in your projects by following the principles of soil health.
Objectives: Participants shall be able to read and understand 
a soil specification in order to source a quality topsoil; able 
to identify the important elements of a soil test to meet 
specifications and inform their installation methods; and able 
to explain the principles of soil health as it relates to proper 
installation of soil in landscaping projects. CEUs: NALP 

SAFETY & MAINTENANCE (SPANISH)
8:00 a.m. – 9:15 a.m.
Sponsored by: TBD
Training Your Field Staff for Safety (en español)
Speaker: Professor Armando Actis, College of DuPage
Location: Emerald Room
Esta sesión de capacitación avanzada en español abordará las 
prácticas de seguridad, la solución de problemas de equipos 
y las regulaciones de OSHA, incluyendo cómo capacitar a su 
personal de campo para que reconozca y responda a los golpes 
de calor y al frío extremo. CEUs: NALP

1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Sponsored by: TBD
Zero-turn, Walkbehind & Push Mower Safety  
& Maintenance (en español)
Speaker: Professor Armando Actis, College of DuPage
Location: Emerald Room
(Clase de seguridad y mantenimiento de diferentes cortadoras 
de cesped) La historia de la cortadora de césped, Indumentaria 
para protección personal & porque/Primeros auxilios, Accesorios 
de seguridad de la cortadora de césped, OSHA, Arranque 
correcto, reglas & leyes, Procedimientos del uso seguro de la 
cortadora de cesped y productividad, Uso y mantenimiento. 
CEUs: NALP

HUMAN RESOURCES
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Sponsored by: TBD
Handling Employee Complaints with Confidence: 
Documentation, Investigations & Discipline in Action
Speakers: Aaron Graves & Mackenzie Clark, Bodman Law
Location: Coral Room
Workplace complaints can feel like minefields — but with the 
right tools, managers can navigate them confidently. In this 
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KEYNOTE SESSION
10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Sponsored by: 

Stress Busting with Humor:  
Cool amidst the Chaos
Speaker: Kelli Vrla, CSP, CEO of ENGAGEYOUniversity
Location: Crystal Room
Spinning plates? Dropping a few? About to pull your hair out? 
Have you reached your last straw???
Statistics show we work 1/3 or our lives, sleep 1/3 of our lives, 
and spend the final 1/3 of our lives with home & hobbies. 
Stress from our work lives is now creeping over into our home 
lives and vice versa. There's a healthy line of balance that 
needs to be drawn.
Harvard Business Review says we’re all in the middle of at least 
15 things at once diminishing our effectiveness and adding to 
our burn out.
Most of us have reached a breaking point and we’ve quite 
frankly had enough.
Kelli’s program Stress Busting with Humor can help you find 
your balance, so you can focus on moving over, under, around 
and through your daily challenges!
This festive delivery of hit-the-ground-running skills will help 
enlighten you and your staff.
You will walk away with a Personalized Stress Busting Plan for 
Having More Fun While You Get More Done!
This most-in-demand program will help you:
•	 Assess current work-life balance and why it may be 

draining you instead of sustaining you!
•	 Learn at least 52 Known Stress Reducers
•	 Understand the cause of the GAP
•	 Learn how to reach for your OWN OXYGEN MASK first, 

then help others
•	 Quickly Use Dynamite & Easy Coping Techniques to 

handle your Most-Pressing Challenges
•	 Stay Laser-Focused Amidst the Chaos
•	 Know What Makes Us Tick and What Ticks Us Off
•	 Control Your Energy Surge when you really need it!
•	 Generate a Personalized Productivity Plan that works for you!
CEUs: NALP

BUSINESS TRAINING
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
Sponsored by: Member Insurance Solutions
What We Do Daily Matters 
Speaker: Sam Gembel, Atlas Outdoor
Location: Amethyst Room 
In this session, Sam is going to challenge how you think about 
your day. Not your someday. Not your big goals. Your daily 
habits - the decisions you make, the routines you tolerate, the 
standards you hold... or don’t. As leaders, our companies don’t 
grow because we “hope” they do; they grow because of what 
we consistently do every single day. He’ll walk through real, 
gritty leadership experiences, the habits that build winning 
companies, and the subtle behaviors that quietly cap growth. 
If you’re ready to break old patterns, build high-impact habits, 
and reshape the future of your business, this session is for 
you. Bring your notepad!
CEUs: NALP, Requested: 1-APLD

1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Sponsored by: Fendt
Delivering “Rock-Star” Presentations
Speaker: Kirk Armstrong, Armstrong Sales Coaching
Location: Amethyst Room
Participants will learn the ‘dos’ & ‘don’ts’ of presenting in front 
of companies.
•	 Tips for increasing leads by the questions you ask
•	 Delivering an all-star ‘elevator pitch’ to close more,  

in less time
•	 Presentation ‘musts’ to win more business from commercial 

accounts
Some organizations struggle to open new business with new 
customers. Often, it comes down to the final presentation. 
Learn skills, approaches & strategies to win more business 
today.
CEUs: NALP, Requested: 1-APLD

PLANT HEALTH CARE
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Sponsored by: SavATree
Plant ID Challenge: Test Your Knowledge!
Speaker: Gary Eichen, SavATree
Location: Trade Show Floor
In this class we will look at some "lesser used" shrubs and 
some more common shrubs that can be integrated into Urban 
Forest landscapes. As they are perfectly adapted to Michigan's 
Growing Zones (5 & 6). They are also hardy (for the most part, 
which we will discuss). Many of these are "misunderstood" but 
could be (SHOULD be) used to replace (or at least reduce) 
our dependency on shrubs that have become "pest havens" 
and problematic.  
CEUs: 1-MDA (2, 3B, or 6), NALP, Requested: 1-ISA, 1-APLD
Note: Applicators can only attend one of the Plant ID Challenges: Test 
Your Knowledge! classes to earn credits as the content, speaker, and 
topic is the same for each day.     

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4

Kelli Vrla, CSP, Texas based Employee 
Engagement Specialist, has enlightened and 
“entertrained” thousands in the U.S. Europe, Asia 
and Central America with one of her dynamic 
programs. Kelli shares over 30 years of lessons 
and experience: Sixteen years as a broadcast sales 
executive in radio and another 16 years as CEO 
of her own people ENGAGEMENT firm. Her in-
the-trenches scope of learning comes from first-
hand experiences in handling change, effective 
marketing, bottom-line communications, difficult 

and demanding people, and motivating the tough-to-motivate people. All 
of this prepared her for the variety of ways she now helps people stay less 
stressed and laser focused on full-throttle productivity.
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4
PLANT HEALTH CARE (Continued)
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Sponsored by: Banner Biologicals
Plant Health Care for 2026:  
Diagnostics & Management
Speaker: Dr. Dave Roberts, The Plant Doctor LLC
Location: Onyx Room
Plant Health Care depends on two major steps: 1) Accurate 
Diagnosis, and 2) Implementation of Proper Management 
Procedures. Too often we implement control procedures 
before we’ve achieved an accurate diagnosis. Obviously, if 
we misdiagnosed the problem, we are less likely to achieve 
success in our management procedures. And our failure to 
resolve problems for our clientele can lead to diminished 
reputation not only for us and our company but for the entire 
industry. Various tips for accurate field diagnosis will be 
shared along with advice on what to do if we are uncertain 
about our diagnosis. While pesticides and other chemical 
inputs are often our first choices for managing various plant 
issues, sometimes, there are simple alternative solutions 
that may not only be better but can help the public build 
confidence and trust in our services. As a scientist for 50 years, 
Dr. Roberts has gained significant experience in Plant Health 
Care. Interesting examples and case studies will be shared 
during this informative session.
CEUs: 1-MDA (2, 3B, or 6), 1-ODA (6A), NALP,  
Requested: 1-ISA, 1-APLD

2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Sponsored by: TBD
Oak Wilt Update: Successes and Failures
Speaker: Dr. Dave Roberts, The Plant Doctor LLC
Location: Onyx Room
Most arborists and landscapers with extensive experience 
usually agree that Oak Wilt is the most perplexing and 
destructive disease on Quercus sp. in Michigan. Many cases 
of misdiagnoses of the disease have been documented. With 
misdiagnosis, failed management procedures are likely to 
follow. Much of the problem with Oak Wilt in Michigan is the 
dissemination of misinformation from various sources. Who 
are you to believe? Even if you have no plans to involve yourself 
in matters involving Oak Wilt, with the increasing incidence of 
the disease in Michigan, it would be prudent to learn how to 
recognize the disease and have a rudimentary understanding 
about management of the disease. Dr. Roberts has more than 
40 years’ experience with Oak Wilt and has created several 
highly innovative procedures for its management. This session 
will be devoted to accurate diagnosis and the latest field 
research on the best management practices that are rational, 
practical, and economical. If you have any interest in Oak Wilt, 
this is a Must-Attend program.
CEUs: 1-MDA (2, 3B, or 6), 1-ODA (6A), NALP,   
Requested: 1-APLD, 1-ISA

CORE CREDIT CLASSES
8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Sponsored by: TBD
Best Practices for Safe & Effective Pesticide 
Application Procedures
Speaker: Austin Douglas, Ditch the Itch – Poison Ivy  
& Mosquito Control Services
Location: Sapphire/Ruby Room
In this session you will learn the legal requirements regarding 
performing pesticide applications, as well as learning some 
practical tips that will allow you to get better results for your 
clients.
CEUs: 2-MDA (Commercial CORE, 3A, 3B, 6, 7A, 7F), 2-ODA 
(Core), NALP, Requested: 2-ISA, 2-APLD

1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
The Label is the Law:  
Reading & Understanding Pesticide Labels
Sponsored by: 
Speaker: Tom Bergschwenger, President, Natural Approach 
Lawn & Tree
Location: Sapphire/Ruby Room
This session will focus on all pertinent information found on 
a pesticide label. We will look at several different labels and 
learn how to read, understand, and utilize the information 
provided on product labels, to ensure compliance to label 
requirements.
CEUs:2-MDA (Commercial CORE, 3A, 3B, 6, 7A, 7F), 2-ODA 
(Core), NALP, Requested: 2-ISA, 2-APLD

TURFGRASS MAINTENANCE
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
Sponsored by: Banner Biologicals
Why Do Pesticides Fail?
Speaker: Aaron Hathaway, Technical Services Manager, 
NuFarm Americas Inc.
Location: Opal Room
Pesticides can fail for a variety of reasons. Weather, application 
timing, pest size or maturity level, or, perhaps, even the use of 
the wrong product could cause a failure. We will discuss many 
of the factors that affect pesticide applications and efficacy. 
Although adequate control of targeted pests can never be 
guaranteed, we will discuss principles that will help ensure 
applicators get the most out of each application. We will focus 
on weed control, but many of the principles apply to more 
effective use of insecticides and fungicides as well.
CEUs: 1-MDA (Commercial CORE, 2, 3A, 3B, 6), 1-ODA (8), 
NALP, Requested: 1-APLD       
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Sponsored by: Advanced Turf Solutions
Weed Control in Landscape Beds
Speaker: Aaron Hathaway, Technical Services Manager, 
NuFarm Americas Inc.
Location: Opal Room
Controlling weeds in landscapes full of desirable plants 
requires a sound understanding of weed ecology and 
herbicide characteristics. Common weeds found in landscape 
beds have varying traits and there are many chemistries 
available to managers that can aid in more effective control, 
better safety amongst desirable plants, and increasing 
longevity of control. We will touch on weed identification and 
cover the many categories of available herbicides and their 
best use within these landscapes
CEUs:1-MDA (3B or 6), 1-ODA (6C), NALP, Requested: 1-APLD       

LANDSCAPE DESIGN/BUILD
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Sponsored by: TBD
Bewitching Beauties 
Speaker: Heather Prince, Fearless Gardening
Location: Garnet Room
We love our hydrangeas and redbuds, but what else is hardy 
for the Midwest and offers seasonal interest? We’ll explore 
some of the more unusual ornamental trees and shrubs for 
our area that are readily available and deserve more attention.
CEUs: NALP, Requested: 1-APLD

1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Sponsored by: Twixwood Nursery
Winterscaping: Beauty in the Quiet Season 
Speaker: Heather Prince, Fearless Gardening
Location: Garnet Room
Creating four-season landscapes is perhaps the most 
challenging in winter when the color palette shrinks and the 
emphasis shifts to form over flower. This inspirational talk will 
consider plants for their architecture, their resilience to snow 
cover, and the simple pleasures of bark and berries. 
CEUs: NALP, Requested: 1-APLD     

HARDSCAPES
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. 
Sponsored by: Rock Bottom Stone Supply
The Four Major Benefits in Using Clay Pavers
Speaker: Marc Caifano, Lurveys Landscape Supply
Location: Emerald Room
Let’s be honest, for better or for worse, there are probably too 
many options available these days when it comes to selecting 
a brick paver for a project. However, Clay Pavers have their own 
unique set of advantages in appearance and performance. 
Learn how Clay Paving Brick can become a valuable part of 
your hardscape offering. You will not be overwhelmed with 

more product information, but rather, enlightened to learn 
when Clay Pavers can benefit you and your clients.  
Presentation Includes:
1.	 The 4 Major Benefits of Clay Pavers
2.	 Combining Clay Pavers with Natural Stone
3.	 The Limitations of Clay Pavers
4.	 Overcoming Objections
CEUs: NALP, Requested: 1-APLD

1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Sponsored by: Homebridge Precast, LLC
The Profit Traps Hidden in Your  
Hardscape Business
Speaker: Sam Gembel, Atlas Outdoor
Location: Emerald Room
Most hardscape companies don’t fail because of bad 
craftsmanship - they fail because of bad math. If your growth 
feels capped or your profits feel thin, it’s probably not your 
pricing... it’s the hidden costs you haven’t dug up yet.
In this high-impact session with industry leader Sam Gembel, 
we’ll expose the profit traps that quietly drain your jobs 
long before you ever send an invoice. From underestimated 
labor time to equipment inefficiencies, to overhead you’re 
pretending doesn’t exist - we’re uncovering the real reasons 
your margin disappears.
If you want to scale, you must know your numbers. Period.
By the end of this talk, you’ll walk away with a clear 
understanding of where money leaks, how to fix it, and how to 
price in a way that finally supports the business you’re trying 
to build.
Get ready to stop guessing, stop absorbing hidden costs, 
and start running a profitable hardscape company with 
confidence.
CEUs: NALP, Requested: 1-APLD

SAFETY & MAINTENANCE (ENGLISH)
8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Sponsored by: TBD
Zero-turn, Walkbehind & Push Mower Safety  
& Maintenance (English)
Speaker: Professor Armando Actis, College of DuPage
Location: Onyx Room
(Safety and maintenance class for different types of lawnmowers)
•	 Brief Mower History
•	 Protective Clothing & Why/First Aid
•	 Safety Features of Mowers,
•	 OSHA Starting Procedures, rules & regulations
•	 Safe Operating Procedures & Productivity
•	 Maintenance & Usage
CEUs: NALP
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4

Michigan Center For Truck Safety's
MOBILE TRUCK DRIVING SIMULATORBACK FOR 2026

Designed to improve skills 
and reduce accidents, which 
can lead to fewer absences, 
vehicle repairs, and better 
insurance rates.

Get ready for the season with the Michigan 
Center for Truck Safety’s Mobile Truck Driving 
Simulator. This virtual simulator lets you 
practice safe driving in adverse conditions 
like heavy traffic and bad weather, all in a 
controlled, risk-free environment. 

Participants sit behind the wheel 
and will experience a six-min-
ute, hands-on drive in either 
small, straight trucks or full-size 
18-wheel tractor trailers. While 
aimed at truck drivers, the pro-
gram is also beneficial for admin-
istrative and managerial staff.

HUMAN RESOURCES
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Sponsored by: TBD
From Policy to Practice: Building a Compliant 
HR Foundation 
Speaker: Anne-Marie Welch, Employment Attorney, Clark Hill
Location: Coral Room
Many organizations focused on updating their handbooks last 
year because of ESTA, but true compliance and consistency 
go beyond written policies. This session takes a practical look 
at how to build and enforce the processes and documentation 
that support your handbook in day-to-day operations. You’ll 
leave with practical examples to help ensure your policies 
aren’t just compliant—but work in practice. 
CEUs: NALP, Requested: 1-APLD

1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Sponsored by: TBD
2026 Employment Law Hot Spots
Speaker: Anne-Marie Welch, Employment Attorney, Clark Hill
Location: Coral Room
This session will look at the top ten emerging employment 
issues employers should pay attention to in 2026.  Attendees 
will come away with proactive steps to avoid liability and 
shore up their labor and employment practices.
CEUs: NALP, Requested: 1-APLD

VEHICLE COMPLIANCE
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Sponsored by: TBD
MDARD Pesticide Inspection Prep
Speaker: Mike Szynski, Lead Pesticide Inspector, MDARD
Location: Vehicle Compliance Area, Trade Show Floor
Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 
(MDARD) Inspectors routinely conduct compliance inspections 
with pesticide applicators. Join MDARD Inspectors as they 
walk you through a road check inspection while discussing 
other pertinent regulatory requirements. This interactive 
session will provide an overview of requirements for 
certification, licensing, PPE, storage, etc. The session will help 
ensure that you maintain compliance and stay safe in the busy 
season ahead. CEUs: 1-MDA (Commercial Core, 3A, 3B, 5, 6, 7A, 
7B, 7D, 7F), NALP
Note: Applicators can only attend one of the MDARD Pesticide 
Inspection Prep classes to earn credits as the content, speaker, and 
topic is the same for each day.

1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Sponsored by: TBD
When MIOSHA Enforcement Visits –  
What to Know & How to Prepare
Speaker: Mike Brodzik, Senior Occupational Safety Consultant, 
MIOSHA CET Division
Location: Vehicle Compliance Area, Trade Show Floor
Gain an insight of the process and procedures a MIOSHA 
compliance officer follows while conducting a workplace 
inspection and how to respond to MIOSHA citations. Topics 
covered include inspection types, employer/employee rights 
and responsibilities, and penalty reduction factors. This 
program will assist attendees in understanding and preparing 
for an inspection and the best management practices to 
ensure compliance readiness.  CEUs: NALP



3 Days of Pesticide Training
The Michigan Green Industry Association will be offering an intensive training program for individuals 
who want to become CERTIFIED APPLICATORS.

Would you like to become a Certified Applicator?  
Attend this 3-day course (March 10, 11 & 12, 2026) that includes extensive review of the CORE manual 
and category specific training (3A, 3B and 6). 

THIS COURSE IS TRAINING FOR THE CERTIFIED PESTICIEDE APPLICATOR EXAM ONLY!  
ALL ATTENDEES MUST SCHEDULE THEIR OWN EXAMS!  

EXAMS CAN BE SCHEDULED THROUGH MDARD/METRO INSTITUTE  
AT WWW.MICHIGAN.GOV/MDARD.  

NO CEUs WILL BE OFFERED FOR THIS COURSE!

Location: Bingham Center, 30800 Telegraph, Ste. 1751, Bingham Farms, MI 48025
Registration: 7:30 a.m. - 8:00 a.m.     
Class Times:  8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. (Continental Breakfast & Lunch are included)       
Cost: MGIA Members $399   Non-Members $475

Register at www.landscape.org  •  Limit of 60 Attendees!
All attendees MUST pre-register. Manuals are available for purchase when registering. All sales are final.  

No refunds. No credit applied to future classes. Same-day attendee substitutions are allowed.

CARTS 2026 – MARCH 10, 11 & 12

Company Name: 								         

Address: 									          

City: 						       State:     	  Zip:	                

Phone:					     Fax:					   

Email:										        

Please list the attendee names below:

1. 							        	 3. 							                   

2. 							        	 4. 							                   

CARTS 2026: MICHIGAN CERTIFIED PEST APPLICATOR TRAINING REGISTRATION

TRAINING FEES:

Return registration form and 
make checks payable to: 
MGIA
30600 Telegraph Road  
Suite 3360
Bingham Farms, MI 48025

Pay by credit card*
       Visa           Mastercard           Discover           AmEx
Card #:						                 
Exp. Date: 		      3 or 4 Digit Code:	             
Cardholder Name:				                
Signature:					                 

INCLUDE PAYMENT FOR TRAINING FEES & MANUALS  
BY TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2026

MGIA Members
Certified Applicators - $399
Non-Members		
Certified Applicators - $475
Training Manuals Extra -  
(order above)

TRAINING MANUALS	 QTY
(Additional Fee)
Com. CORE		  $78	 	
3A Turf		  $38	 	
3B Ornamental	 $38	 	
6 Right-of-Way	 $18	 	

MICHIGAN CERTIFIED PESTICIDE APPLICATOR TRAINING
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*Please note there is a 3% administrative fee for all credit card payments.



ARBORIST, PROFESSIONAL CLIMBER & GROUND CREW 
2-DAY EDUCATION TRACK (MIOSHA GRANT FUNDED)

This material was prepared under a Consultation Education and 
Training (CET) Grant awarded by the Michigan Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration (MIOSHA). MIOSHA is part of 
the Michigan Department of Labor  and Economic Opportunity 
(LEO). Points of view or opinions stated in this document do not 
necessarily reflect the view or policies of LEO.

Auxiliary aids, services and other reasonable accommodations are available, upon 
prior request, to individuals with disabilities.
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For the past 16 years MGIA has been able to bring internationally 
recognized training to the Michigan Arborist, professional climber and 
ground crew at reduced prices, due to a grant that the Association has 
received from MIOSHA. These programs are taught, throughout the 
United States and internationally, by leaders in tree care safety and 
education. Please take advantage of this huge savings! 
This year’s ALL NEW Arborist Education Track will feature Dr. John 
Ball, Professor at South Dakota State University and internationally 
renowned safety expert, headlining his Arborist “Dream Team,” 
consisting of Mark Chisholm, Aspen Tree Expert Co., and Travis  
Vickerson, Sherrill Tree.
Join John, Mark, and Travis as they focus on the fundamental issues 
that concern arborists today!

No matter your experience level,  
there is something for everyone!

SAFETY + TRAINING = PRODUCTION & PROFITS!
All NEW - GRANT FUNDED training program for the 
Arborist, Professional Climber and Ground Crew. Learn 
from the industry's internationally recognized training 
instructors and industry experts in live demonstrations  
and instruction sessions.

Held in Conjunction with the MGIA 39th Annual Trade 
Show & Convention an ALL-NEW MIOSHA Grant Funded 

Arborist Education Track!

TUESDAY
•	 Navigating the Hazards of Tree Work:  

OSHA, MIOSHA, and the Z
•	 Tips for Felling the Difficult Trees
•	 Climbing to the Top
•	 Working Around Electrical Conductors
•	 Dismantling Large Trees

WEDNESDAY
•	 The X, Y, and Z of Arborists
•	 Chainsaw Care and Maintenance
•	 First Aid for Arborists 
•	 Responding to Injuries Aloft



MARCH 3 - 4, 2026  
ARBORIST TRACK SCHEDULE
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Tuesday, March 3

Wednesday Classes 
Sponsored by:

Tuesday Classes  
Sponsored by:

Tree Provided by:Tree Stand Provided by:

Wednesday, March 4

FEATURING “THE DREAM TEAM”

COST: Only $99!  SEATING IS LIMITED, REGISTER NOW!

9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.  
Navigating the Hazards of Tree Work:  
OSHA, MIOSHA, and the Z 
Tree work is one of the highest risk professions in the United 
States and Michigan is no exception. There are many government 
regulations and industry standards to aid us in safely navigating 
the numerous hazards of our work. John Ball will lead a session on 
what are the most common incidents in tree work and what MIOSHA 
regulations and new revision of the Z133 Safety Standards need to 
be followed. CEUs Requested: 1-ISA, 1-CTSP

11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  
Tips for Felling the Difficult Trees 
Every tree removal is unique and has its own challenges, from 
decayed centers to severe leans. Mark will provide tips for 
safely removing difficult trees from the job set-up to clean-
up! Notches, back cuts, and wedges will all be covered in this 
interactive session. CEUs Requested: 1-ISA, 1-CTSP

1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Climbing to the Top 
We are all in this career for the long-haul, looking for a 
lifetime of working in one of the most unique professions in 
our country. Mark will provide insight into his journey in the 
tree care profession – a third-generation arborist in successful 
family-owned tree care company – Aspen Tree Experts – to 
becoming a three-time winner for the International Tree 
Climber competition. CEUs Requested: 1-ISA, 1-CTSP

2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  
Working Around Electrical Conductors 
Power lines and trees are common combinations. Arborists 
often find themselves working in this hazardous environment. 
This interactive session will cover the regulations and 
standards for working in electrical hazards as well as tips for 
climbing and rigging branches in this environment.
CEUs Requested: 1-ISA, 1-CTSP

3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Dismantling Large Trees 
Not every tree can be felled, some must be dismantled – it’s 
demolition, but with trees, not buildings! Travis will guide 
participants through this process and provide tips for rigging 
and crane operations for challenging tree dismantling 
operations. CEUs Requested: 1-ISA, 1-CTSP

9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
The X, Y, and Z of Arborists 
The Boomer generation of arborists are retiring and 
generations X and Y along with some Z’s are the arborists 
of today. But with each generation comes a unique way 
of learning. Travis will lead this session on how we lead, 
motivate, and manage the younger generation of arborists 
entering the workforce. CEUs Requested: 1-ISA, 1-CTSP

11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Chainsaw Care and Maintenance 
Our primary management tool in arboriculture is the 
chainsaw. We use them a lot, but do we know how to care for 
and maintain chainsaws, so that we have safe and efficient 
operations? Mark will cover the fundamentals of chainsaw 
maintenance and provide tips for the safe operation of these 
critical tools. CEUs Requested: 1-ISA, 1-CTSP

1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
First Aid for Arborists 
The American Heart Association and Red Cross have revised 
their first aid/CPR guidelines in late 2025. This interactive 
demonstration will be an update of what to have in your 
first aid kit. John will also cover some of the changes in how 
we manage bleeding, sprains, strains, and other common 
injuries on our job sites. CEUs Requested: 1-ISA, 1-CTSP

2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Responding to Injuries Aloft 
Travis will lead us on a medical-focused approach to aerial 
rescue and will cover hemorrhage control, injury stabilization, 
and patient packaging. A key discussion point will be when 
we should treat/extract a patient versus when we wait for first 
responders. CEUs Requested: 1-ISA, 1-CTSP

Dr. John Ball 
South Dakota State University 

Mark Chisholm 
Aspen Tree Expert Co.

Travis Vickerson 
Sherrill Tree
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CERTIFICATIONS:

MEMBERSHIP CLASSIFICATIONS  AND REQUIREMENTS:

MGIA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
TRADE SHOW SPECIAL!! 
Sign up for membership during the show to receive discounted member registration rates into the show!!* 

 Please note there is a 3% administrative fee for all credit card payments.   
Membership application must be submitted with Trade Show pre-registration or during onsite registration at the show to receive member rates.

Pesticide Applicator License No.			    (If applicable, 
must be submitted to process application.) The state of Michigan requires that 
any business applying pesticide for hire must obtain a commercial pesticide 
applicator license. 
Contact the Michigan Department of Agriculture or the MGIA office for more 
information. 
Nursery Stock Dealer License No. 			    (If applicable, 
must be submitted to process application.) The state of Michigan requires a 
license if you install or sell plant materials for hire. Please contact the Michigan 
Department of Agriculture or MGIA office for more information. 

Please include a copy of Workers' Compensation and General 
Liability "PROOF OF INSURANCE" to the MGIA office. Must be 

submitted to process application.

  KEY EMPLOYEE/BRANCH LOCATION MEMBERSHIP ($115 per year): Shall be affiliated with a 
member company, and have availability to all functions, literature, etc., of the MGIA. Key Employee 
or Branch Location must be sponsored by the parent member company (will receive the Landsculptor 
magazine & all mailings of the Association). 

  STUDENT MEMBERSHIP ($50 per year): An individual currently enrolled on a full-time basis in an 
accredited school who is studying in the area of horticulture. Proof of full-time status must be submitted 
with application (e.g. a copy of current academic course schedule.) Anyone meeting the criteria for active or 
associate membership as previously described is not eligible for student membership. Non-voting member.

  ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP ($299 per year): Sole contractors, part-
nerships or corporations engaged in the contracting segment of the 
landscape industry. They shall be holders of licences as required by the 
State of Michigan.

  ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP ($299 per year): Suppliers actively 
engaged in allied trades and shall be holders of licenses as required 
by the State of Michigan.

  MUNICIPAL/INSTITUTION MEMBERSHIP ($299 per year)

ONE YEAR'S DUES MUST ACCOMPANY THIS APPLICATION, INCLUDING REQUIRED ITEMS 
The MGIA is a not-for-profit Equal Opportunity Organization. The MGIA does reserve the right to reject or accept membership applications 
for any reason that is not violative of the Equal Opportunity clause. 
Applicant's Signature 								           Date 	 				  

Credit Card:    MasterCard     Visa     AmEx    Credit Card Number:							     
3-digit Code:		    Zip Code:		    Signature: 					        Exp. Date		

Applicant's Name 									           Business Phone 				              
Business Name 									            Business Fax 				             
Business Address 						        City 				       State		     Zip		             
Mailing Address 						        City 				       State	  	    Zip		           
Website 						       E-mail 							        Years in Business 	          
Legal Status:    Sole Proprietorship      Partnership      Corporation      Limited Partnership 
LIST THREE (3) TRADE REFERENCES (companies with whom you do business) List names and phone numbers below.

  Brick Paver / Walls 
  Consulting
  Deck Building
  Fertilizing / Spraying
  Holiday Lighting
  Hydroseeding 

  Interiorscape 
  Irrigation 
  Landscape Design 
  Landscape Construction
  Lawn Maintenance
  Lighting

SERVICES OFFERED:   Residential           Commercial   Sod Installation 
  Snow Removal 
  Tree Services 
  Water Features
  Business Services 
  Equipment Supplier - Sales 
  Equipment Supplier - Rental 

  Equipment Supplier - Snow Removal
  Fertilizer/Chemical Sales
  Landscape Supplier 
  Irrigation Supplier 
  Nursery / Grower 
  Vehicle Sales 
 Trailer Sales

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
  Genesee 
  Livingston
  Macomb
  Monroe

  NALP
  TCIA

  NALP
  CSP

  Oakland
  St. Clair
  Washtenaw
  Wayne

  Entire State of Michigan
  Other		

  Other		  ICPI
  SIMA

  CTSP
  ISA

  MDARD 
  Other		

AREAS SERVED:

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS:
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 Please note there is a 3% administrative fee for all credit card payments.   
Membership application must be submitted with Trade Show pre-registration or during onsite registration at the show to receive member rates.

Please complete this form and send 
along with payment to: 

MGIA 
30600 Telegraph Rd, Suite 3360 

Bingham Farms, Ml 48025 
or email to: tiffany@landscape.org  

or register online at: 
www.landscape.org

All Admission tickets include one (1) complimentary drink ticket for the  
Show Floor Social Hour & Gift Raffle on Tuesday, March 3rd from 4:30 p.m.  - 5:30 p.m. ONLY.

Pre-registration is recommended but not required. No refunds. 
All pre-registrations MUST be received by Friday, February 13th!!
IN-PERSON REGISTRATION BEGINS AT 7:15 A.M. BOTH DAYS

Registration Fees (Please fill in attendee names and select level of registration)
ATTENDEE NAMES 

Please include first and last names.  
List attendee email address below. 

NO SUBSTITUTIONS, CHANGES OR  
DELETIONS. ALL SALES ARE FINAL.

FULL REGISTRATION  
Includes both days of education 

plus both days of Trade Show

1-DAY REGISTRATION
Includes One-day education & show. 

Please check (  ) day

TRADE SHOW ONLY 
Includes both days of Trade Show 

only plus parking

ARBORIST 
2-DAY TRACK 

Includes both days  
of Trade Show

TOTAL
Add totals 

at bottom of 
column(MGIA-Member) 

$179
(Non-Member) 

$219
(MGIA-Member) 

$155
(Non-Member) 

$190
(MGIA-Member) 

$45
(Non-Member) 

$50
$99

NOT ELIGIBLE FOR 
10% DISCOUNT

1.  TUES
 WED

 TUES
 WEDEMAIL:

2.  TUES
 WED

 TUES
 WEDEMAIL:

3.  TUES
 WED

 TUES
 WEDEMAIL:

4.  TUES
 WED

 TUES
 WEDEMAIL:

5.  TUES
 WED

 TUES
 WEDEMAIL:

6.  TUES
 WED

 TUES
 WEDEMAIL:

7.  TUES
 WED

 TUES
 WEDEMAIL:

8.  TUES
 WED

 TUES
 WEDEMAIL:

Payment Information - ALL PRE-REGISTRATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY FRIDAY, FEB. 13TH! TOTAL COST: 

SE
AT

IN
G

 IS
 L

IM
IT

ED

  Please note there is a 3% administrative fee for all credit card payments.  

**Note: We do not send confirmations for pre-registrations.  
ALL SALES ARE FINAL. PRE-REGISTERED NAME BADGES WILL BE MAILED OUT. 
Number of Attendees (please list names above) 		        Today's Date				  

TOTAL $ 		  less 10% discount if by Feb. 13th*   	                    		       = GRAND TOTAL $		
Enclosed    Check        Money Order (Payable to MGIA)        Visa        MasterCard        Discover
Card#:					      Exp. Date: 				      3-Digit Code:  	  
Billing Zip Code: 			           Signature: 						    

 Company Information
 Company Name: 													                          
 Address: 						        City: 				     State: 		  Zip:   			 
 Phone: 				     	  Fax: 			    	  Email: 				    	
Registration Fees (Please fill in attendee names and select level of registration)

Pre-Register by February 13th and Save 10%!**Excludes 2-Day Arborist Track

LODGING INFORMATON: Hyatt Place Detroit/Novi at the Vibe Credit Union Showplace (formerly known as Suburban Collection Showplace) (Adjoining Hotel)  
Host hotel for the MGIA Trade Show & Convention (46080 Grand River Avenue, Novi, Ml 48374) • Ph: (800) 233-1234 
novi.place.hyatt.com • Rate Code: G-LAN3 • $162.00 Single Occupancy Rate Includes Complimentary breakfast buffet. 

*Excludes  
2-DayArborist Track

MGIA 39TH ANNUAL TRADE SHOW & CONVENTION 
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
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